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Morphological Characteristics of Two Surfperch Species: Ditrema jordani and Ditrema viride
Collected from the Coastal Waters of the Tohoku Region in the Pacific Ocean
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ABSTRACT

Morphological characteristics of two surfperch Ditrema jordani and Ditrema viride, were examined
in this study. Specimens were collected from four offshore areas in the Pacific Ocean near Aomori
Prefecture, Iwate Prefecture, Miyagi Prefecture, and Chiba Prefecture. Morphological investigation of
the dorsal fin (D), anal fin (A), pectoral fin (P,), the pored scales on lateral line (LLp), gill rakers (GR)
and vertebrae (V) were performed. Collected specimens of surfperch totaled 137 D. jordani and 69 D.
viride specimens, therefore a total of 206 specimens were analyzed. In D. jordani the mode was IX to
XII dorsal fin spines, 18 to 24 soft rays, II to III anal fin spines, 17 to 22 pectoral fin spines, 62 to 79
lateral line scales, 16 to 25 gill rakers, and 31 to 40 vertebrae. In D. viride IX to XII dorsal fin, 18 to 25
soft rays, 23 to 27 anal fin spines, 18 to 21 pectoral fin spines, 67 to 81 lateral line scales, 18 to 24 gill
rakers, and 31 to 41 vertebrae. The body color of D. jordani was clearly found to be a red color, and D.

viride was found to be a blue color.
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