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Life and the Environment in Developing Countries: Report of Hearings at the International Rights of
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ABSTRACT

The International Rights of Nature Tribunal, an international civil tribunal, was established in
2014. In all, five tribunals have been held on issues pertaining to the natural environment in Latin
American countries, the United States, Australia, and European countries. The rights of nature first
came to prominence in the 1970s, as lawsuits were filed in the United States on behalf of natural
objects such as rivers, wildlife, and trees; however, the movement to defend the rights of nature has
come under criticism for indifference to social injustices.

Among the several initiatives to protect the natural environment, this paper focuses on the
International Rights of Nature Tribunal to examine why the rights of nature have begun to
attract attention now and in what ways the tribunals fall short. The cases of Bolivia, Ecuador, and
REDD+ that have been heard did not indicate any unique issues that would require the idea of
the rights of nature to solve natural environmental problems. However, hearings in such tribunals
are an opportunity for the international community to increase awareness regarding problems of
ecosystems that are at stake in the context of state-led development and in relation to the places where
marginalized indigenous groups live. It also indicates that for people suffering from social injustice in
developing countries, a shift to development that is based on the protection of the natural environment
is an indispensable condition for sustainable development. It may be that international courts are a
unique venue for encouraging this type of review.
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