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Bicycle Culture in Spain
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ABSTRACT

This article deals with bicycle culture in Spain. The first part discusses and compares bicycle
use in Spain today with that of Japan and other countries. In general, the bicycle is not ensconced
in everyday life in Spain. Spanish people prefer to walk or to use cars and city metro systems. There
are an array of reasons for this: the main ones I discuss here are city structure, customs and the
number of cobbled streets in towns and cities across Spain. Nevertheless, in sport the bicycle finds a
prominent place in Spanish culture. In the second part of the article therefore, I discuss the popularity
of competitive cycling. This is especially apparent in the large followings the Grand Tour races—
Giro d’Italia, Tour de France and of course the Vuelta a Espana—have with the Spanish public. In
the final part, I note how bicycle use has been politicised recently. Elections in 2019 saw a number of
pro-cycling municipal governments defeated. In Madrid, most notably, the incoming administration,
headed by José Luis Martinez-Almeida of the People’s Party (PP), removed a number of cycle paths
and overturned a vehicle ban on entry to the Madrid city centre. In conclusion, I suggest that this
ideological conflict is the latest manifestation in the Spanish body politic of what José Ortega y Gasset
called “Cainism”.
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