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Occurrences of Vibrio vulnificus in Various Shellfish Sold in Fish Shops
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ABSTRACT

This study was undertaken to examine the occurrence of Vibrio vulnificus in eleven species of seafood
shellfish (eight species of bivalves and three species of conches) sold in fish shops around Mishima city,
Shizuoka Pref. Japan during warmer season (July to October). Viable counts of bacteria on PYBG agar
plates were from 6.13 x 10* to 3.99 x 10’ in bivalves samples and from 1.34 x 10* to 2.07 x 10’ in conches
samples respectively. In bivalve samples, V. vulnificus was detected in five of eight animal species examined
and high densities (2000 to 7500 MPN/100g) of V. vulnificus were detected in Japanese littleneck samples.
V. vulnificus was only detected in Top shellfish among three species of conches samples, with occurrences

of 80% and the densities were ranging from 360 to 2300 MPN/100g.
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