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Are Japanese Americans Disadvantaged as a Minority?
Some Empirical Evidence in the Post-Civil Rights Era

Isao TAKEL

ABSTRACT

Japanese Americans are an important case in the study of racial/ethnic inequality because they are the
only major racial/ethnic group whose educational attainment exceeds whites on average. However, much
research continues to be devoted to topics relating to or foreshadowing the internment of Japanese Amer-
icans during World War II. Research on Japanese Americans in the post-Civil Rights era has unfortunate-
ly been neglected to date. This paper begins to fill this research gap by providing information on demo-
graphic and socioeconomic characteristics of Japanese Americans in the post-Civil Rights era. Using data
from American Community Survey from 2011-2015, findings show their relatively high socioeconomic
attainment in terms of broad patterns of education, earnings, and occupational attainment, in reference to
whites. In stark contrast to the earlier era, Japanese Americans today are a highly acculturated group char-
acterized by intermarriage and multi-racial/ethnic descendants. This paper also lists future directions of
Japanese American Studies including the third-generation decline hypothesis and physical/mental health

issues.
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