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Japanese Who Crossed the Sea by the World War 11
— From Residual Japanese Soldier to Japanese Indonesian —
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Masatoshi ITO

ABSTRACT

After ended World War 11, a part of approximately 290,000 Japanese soldiers, estimated from 1,000
to 2,000 people remained in all over Indonesia and they took part in the Indonesian War of Independence
with the Netherlands between 1945 and 1949 as the main battlefields with two islands Java and Sumatra.
Even after Indonesia independence, there were Japanese who left behind in Indonesia. They lived in Indo-
nesia by converting to Muslim, renaming to Islamic names and marrying Indonesian women. That is to
say, they are the Japanese Indonesian first-generation.

This paper will describe how the Japanese Indonesian first-generation had lived in North Sumatra,
Indonesia, focusing on the two aspects of marriage with Indonesian women and the Japanese associations
formed in North Sumatra.

This paper is structured as follows. Firstly, to indicate the approximate number of Japanese soldiers
left behind or the Japanese Indonesian first-generation in Sumatra. In addition to this, to show a wide ranged
distribution of them in Sumatra.

Secondly, to examine marriage between Japanese Indonesian and Indonesian women while putting
diversity of ethnic groups their spouses and their spouse selection into focus. Thirdly, to consider Japanese
associations organized by Japanese Indonesian in some parts of North Sumatra in order to live by helping

each other unitedly.
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