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Discoveries/Encounters: Defenders of the ‘Indians’ and Twentieth Century Spanish Exiles in Latin America

Tetsuyasu SUMITA

ABSTRACT

This article is in two parts. Each part describes what has been called a Discovery/Encounter. The first
of these was Christopher Columbus’s discovery of the New World in 1492. The first part of the article
begins with this moment. It then goes on to discuss the so-called School of Salamanca, especially its guid-
ing light, the Dominican Francisco de Vitoria, as well as Bartolome de las Casas, another remarkable
Dominican friar. Both theologians were defenders of the American ‘Indians’ against the barbarities of the
conquistadors. The second Discovery/Encounter is the experience of Spanish exiles in Latin America in
the twentieth century. Between the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War in the summer of 1936 and the col-
lapse of the Second Republic three years later, over half a million Spanish left the country. Exile was
permanent for over 160,000 of those displaced. Among the exiles were a number of Spain’s most prominent
artists, poets, writers and philosophers, many of whom found refuge in Latin America. I discuss, in the
second part of the article, the concept of exile that many of these displaced Spaniards lived by. I show how
their thinking of exile diverged from the patrial idea of Hispanidad promoted by Franco’s regime to embrace
concepts of synthesis among cultures in which notions of cultural uniformity are absent. I also show how
their concept of exile was not to be Europeanized. Exile for them was rather a second discovery of and
encounter with Latin America.
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