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The Ethnography of Hansen Disease Families

— Documentary Films of Oshima Seisho En in the Seto Inland Sea and Culion Island in the Philippines —

Masanori YOSHIDZK‘;1

ABSTRACT
This paper discusses two documentary films of Hansen disease families by Kazuyuki Nozawa, docu-

mentary film director. One is “61ha kizuna” which describes the daily lives of an old couple living in a

sanatorium facility of Oshima island, Seto Inland sea. The other is “Culion Dignity” which gives a very

good picture of the daily lives of families in a small Culion island in the Philippines.

Nozawa asks what supports their daily lives, what makes them overcome their difficulties, what kind

of bonds relieve their minds, and what kinds of life styles give them energy or strength which makes them

happy.

Nozawa regrets his first encounter and reaction with a Hansen disease patient in Gunma but gradually

transforms his attitude and behavior toward the Hansen disease in the process of making his films.

The documentary films of Nozawa are rare and important data revealing the real daily lives of the

Hansen patients and families of two different cultures.
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