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Japanese Learning Support for Foreign Students in Japan by Volunteer Teachers and Parents

Michiyo MATSUURA

ABSTRACT
This article investigates the activities of three learning support teachers for foreign pupils and students

in Japan. Each of the learning support teachers belongs to a volunteer group inside Shizuoka Prefecture.

Through their activities, we can see the needs and challenges of foreign pupils and students learning in

public schools as well as the relationship between pupils and parents.

The supporting activities by the volunteer teachers start with teaching the Japanese language skills
necessary for taking all other subjects in the compulsory education. Their efforts, however, had to be
directed toward bringing the parents’ attention to their children’s studies soon after the volunteer teachers

started the learning support.

Analyzing how the parents’ attention can motivate their children to study and enhance a learning effect,
this research also investigates the experience of a foreign university student who came to Japan with his
family when he was an elementary school student. The student’s responses about his success and his parents’
study support give different perspectives on the parent-child relationship.
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