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Food and Religion in Maupassant’s La Maison Tellier

Yukiko HASHIMOTO

ABSTRACT

Published in 1881, Guy de Maupassant’s La Maison Tellier is the tale of a brothel in Normandy, its
clientele and its workers. Madame Tellier, the madam of the house, takes her company to her brother’s
village to witness the first communion of her little niece. What is striking in the tale is the admixture of
bodily and religious appetites as the characters move from the brothel in Fécamp to the small village church
and back again. Like many of his contemporaries—most obviously Balzac, Flaubert and Zola—Maupassant
shows how bodily appetites, often via scenes of eating and drinking, reveal certain aspects in the lives of
the characters. The pleasure the plump prostitute takes in eating is apposite. But rather than such appetites
being aloof from religious states, Maupassant shows their entwinement. Communion, after all, is the con-
secration of the gifts of bread and wine and their transformation into the body and blood of Christ. This
paper then shows how Maupassant in La Maison Tellier relates food to religion and how his characters’

behavior around food and eating habits leads to religious states.
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LRRLTWBY, LaL [FV ] v eI,
ZOVERBELI: ) VYT 4 —DELWEE LK
BErEANLZ, ZLTHIRLIIHENZBEETEDS
NTWb, ZZHr N FEHMEZ, Huitico 7 v
Y a VHBRANOER L EA L RS LI, 1B~ D
i B &2 B e o HE O N & O FEA 2 Z10.0 D B
283 HWOLLELTVS, BOMBHHEORMBED .
EHRITEFOMEEZ RS SEZLRERORMEY D .
ThMAL7 7 v RAORELEHLTETH T, 2D
HfR/ANIIZIZ Z 0o ORTED S D IED 5Tz,

ZOERIIAOORME=ZEHEEITHIMEZICL
TBY, =y T4 —=RITELEL, R)OHR
A R M LWk 2 REAS 1T U eV, KIREMIEE T &
Ba Rz EHLTWS, Z22I2BRREoRl
FERED X SIEHT 200, FRIBERDOTHE
L T2\,

V7Y 7=y T [EWALE] &, BRI -
FEAASERR, AU, 19674F, 196H, v 7 7
VIRERRTH oD, BEBELLTHAL o7
( Jean-Anthelme Brillat-Savarin, Physiologie du godit,
Flammarion, 2009.)

Guy de Maupassant, Correspondances 2, Edition établie
par Jacques Suffel, Edito-Service S.A., p.129.

STV e Iy a kALY [N Fy s L 19 R
D ofEE] BWAHAR, HAKH. 20134,
Vryr=tz— . J)¥r—F [7ux—roD
INLTIE, AZIFRIZE BN, B Lo X
SITHED B0 FAICEARBET I TS
ToNTW LW HOREDOHGFIT L CH
Nd,] Lit$ (Jean-Pierre Richard, Littérature et
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sentation, Stendhal Flaubert, Seuil, 1954, p.137.), =
72 TR 7V —RA] IZfivpnlzRigoEFOY
AT, BEILULEZZY<DEILEIIDL
WRERIREZHS TV ZAN Yy NOITIRLE W
E7TZ VNN [I A=Y R—3a—0 v /)X
2B 2HEME (T)] BH—L - I ZRBER,
SEEERE, 19674E, 238~241H, Erich Auerbach,
mimésis, la représentation de la réalité dans la littérature
occidentale, Gallimard, 1968.),

FEAN (i) [FHER] (BOXULT 5 — T 532).
F X 2R, 20144F, 9 H,

Correspondance 2, op.cit., p.6.

HiE 2 & iy £ TCORIYLDOBELIZOWTIE, /v —
NT w4 —byF L [REOESE, 77V
A QFIAb—rpiik 2 & Hidy & T SRR, KB
fEENE . 19914EIZEEL W,

BAET [REFROHEA—TVEL (B) D77
v Ay A BAREHRS, 20144F,
Maupassant, La maison Tellier, Une partie de campagne,
chronologie, introduction, bibliographie, notes et documents
par Pierre Cogny, GF-Flammarion, 1980, p.42. BHERI%
HUEERORZEESR L ooHtiEk & Lz, (Th
ot - 7V =fE] HEIsOR, 1967450, )
Ibid., p.41.

Ibid., pp.53-54. 2D & J Iz—MM > T AEOML
HiFHutfdpiEbgE s shd, 2 TE—5
ICRHEAPBEIZERTW, BIES eV 4 R -
77 VaR (ay7E)]. BEN [T 4
AT eT T Ive—X]| EFRENnD, ([HE
DOEESE] HiBE. 362H,)

Ibid., p.44.

MAZRIZEZ 3o 6 EEBRD > TV, §5
DA ERS THILZTZT K FNTWB T2, KW
V—t— Vo FIz LTk 97 (pareil ades
chapelet de courtes saucisses) , ] ( Maupassant, Boule
de suif, La maison Tellier, Gallimard[folio], 1973, pp.36-
37.) Z @Y —+—saucisse 13l F 72 InEGEEE
LTV WH DT, ZIUTK L Tsaucisson & X
N3y ——Y>KL, ¥ 7 IDL ) ITHME - A
REETWVWED,

The Sinner [sinner: (FZE MW7) SEULE ] »5 [
BRLTFRORK] BRSNS, <7 X70<
V7 ORZHE S, N EARMTERLZE. 1B
BEREWT 2, vIICKaEEEISGGES N (5
W] b= 7E70xY)7LEENs [ ZOHN
—ANDFRROK DN 2e A ZZADT 7 ) FAIRD

)
-

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

ANDFIZA> TEHOFIZHE N TELN L DA
D, BMOA-HEDOHE R o TS T, #£H»
LAZADRED LITEFD, NELBLZDREE
RTRL LIED, BAOEDOETASW, TR
DRITHEY L CHEME B> T2, (Vvh Iz X 21EE
=1 7:37-38, [EE ] FrLFER. H AR E 2. 1988
B, G 117TH,) 72 LBfECTIE <7 X7 0=
TOMEMETII o7 2 LIEB/ESATED, IVED
o~z =7 D<) 7 &R EBIEH»T
IF 70,

77y eawnNy gl Yrv=KR—-+7u
v [B#EOME—— ML 7 7 v A KD R
Je LB ) R=ZERATI. Britam. 19844FE, 64
., (Alain Corbin, Les Filles de Noce : Misere sexuelle
et prostitution 19° et 20° siécles, dans Misérable et
Glorieuse, la Femme du 19° siécle, sous la direction de
Jean-Paul Aron, Librairie Aethéme Fayard, 1980.)

La maison Tellier, op.cit., p.57.

Ibid., p.55.

Ibid., p.56.

Ibid., p.60.

Ibid., p.59.

Introduction écrite par Pierre Cogny, La maison Tellier,
op.cit., p.28.
FVI7¥DhFOHTITbNTIRERT, 1 =X
FKRERESWIEZ D E VI BAOF 1T -
2o [anpizk amEE] 21~122HK,

La maison Tellier, op.cit., p.62.

TR LZORSHEEFEORIL. BREYEY) 7=
DHRO P& CTEBI SR E 239 Z 2,

La maison Tellier, op.cit., p.70.

¥ YN OERE L FEMATT DR, MO
%3k 2 BT 0SHESL S T — ANZOFEEHMBE T,
IRIIITIR F o Tz D F LR E o7, LD
DI Z OB, ve v S IIHER L E 2 bR
ERIEROMAT L b STz, ZOWERIZHER
ENTVEH LAV, b sH 3
X O LR EROMAME SN D,
Vanva - 7HVRY [l [ 52
B - ENEIEER. AR, 20054F. 106H,
Correspondance 2, op.cit., p.6.
EHOFELILITH M) v 7 Had £ OHAMZfE
5 & Liz2s, Ttttz v ittt o s
EVWIRREIFRID Z LI o CZOHFEREE R >
TWize Z DT DEHAL L TEXSLEMOL. s
20 B0 A3, LIX LIESCEE T 5 ok o1y &



%5, $1:20WITESTHOTHY X V% ZEDHBRIZ D, ML 3R L IFERFELE VD
ZEB LIRS E L CEER ORI MEMN T 2 RIS 5,



