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ABSTRACT

This article revolves around the idea of coexistence and conflict between Christians, Muslims and Jews
in the Iberian Peninsula in the medieval and early modern periods. It begins by examining cultural exchange
and cooperation between Muslims, Christians and Jews under the rule of the Umayyad Caliphate from 711,
taking in the rise of the city of Cérdoba to European prominence in the ensuing centuries and ending with
the dissolution of the Caliphate of Cordoba in 1031. The article then switches to the twelfth to sixteenth
centuries and surveys the cultural contribution of Muslims and Jews who had converted to Christianity
(respectively moriscos and conversos) to the Spanish Golden Age. As a coda, it examines the history of
Jamon, particularly the way that Spanish society used this food to identify those conversos and moriscos

suspected of remaining attached to their previous religions and thereby not being “good Christians.”
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