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Vienna Café and Literature
— In Case of Ilse Aichinger —

Sugi SHINDO

ABSTRACT

The history of the Viennese Coffee House (Wiener Kaffeehaus) can be traced back into the second half
of the 17th century. At the end of the 19" century it had reached its zenith as the most significant scene, i.e.
locality, of Viennese culture, where artists, authors but also politicians used to congregate. For example,
the critic Karl Kraus, who has composed a typical piece of Viennese satirical text called “Die demolierte
Literatur” concerning the dismantling of the most important literature coffee house of those days, the Café
Griensteidl, was a regular guest there himself. While, on the one hand, he writes satire about the Viennese
coffee houses he has, on the other hand, substantially contributed to the publishing of texts of the most
renowned coffee house author: Peter Altenberg.

The literature of the Viennese coffee houses was predominantly upheld by Jewish writers.

Texts by Ilse Aichinger, which were written as a serial column for newspapers between the years 2000
and 2005, originated for the most part in coffee houses. Particularly the last twenty texts, later published
as a book under the title “Subtexte”, were written without exception in the coffee house “Jelinek”. The
author thus continued the tradition of the literature of the Viennese coffee houses which may simultane-
ously be interpreted as the adoption of a lost Jewish literary practice.
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