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ABSTRACT

Since 1899, when the first Japanese emigrants arrived in Peru, and a little later in 1908, when another
group of emigrants disembarked from the Kasato-Maru in Brazil, Japanese emigrants and their descendants
in Latin America have changed the cuisines of their host countries through incorporating traditional Japa-
nese ingredients into domestic diets. This paper begins with a brief history of Japanese emigration to
Latin America. It then discusses some of the new kinds of Japanese influenced foods that the Nikkeijin, a
rather elastic term that the Japanese use to describe Japanese emigrants and their descendants living in a
foreign country, have developed in Brazil. Conservatively estimated at around one million and a half, the
Nikkeijin in Brazil formed by far the largest diasporic Japanese community. Over time they have added
Japanese ingredients into local Brazilian cuisines, creating hybrids, fusion-foods and even novel Japanese
foods that are unique to Brazil. The paper describes a few of these foods, such as temakizushi, makizushi,
amaesushi and some of the foods found in temakerias, Japanese Brazilian fusion restaurants. The conclu-
sion of the paper is that the existence of this Nikkeijin cuisine in Brazil is a sign of a flourishing multicul-
tural society.
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