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Images of Japanese Femininity from Alice M. Bacon’s In the Land of the Gods

Junko UMEMOTO

ABSTRACT

Alice M. Bacon was an educator who had been invited to Japan to help develop a school for young
women. She wrote three books on Japan, the last of which was a collection of ten supernatural stories called
In the Land of the Gods: Some Stories of Japan (1905). Although she admitted that some of the stories were
adapted from Lafcadio Hearn’s writings, her originality came to the fore in the three opening tales. The
first two are set at the time of the Russo-Japanese War. In “The Favor of Hachiman,” a devoted mother
mourning the death of her son sees him miraculously returned to her. In “At the Shrine of Fudd” a mother
sacrifices herself so that her soldier son may be saved from certain death on the battlefield. In both stories,
Bacon shows each mother full of a superstitious but inherently pious belief, which each uses to channel
their abiding maternal love. The third story, “The Blue Flame,” shows the bonds of love between a wife
and her husband who has died tragically in an ill-fated military exercise in the winter snows of Aomori.
Overcome with grief, the loving wife’s death quickly follows that of her husband. My paper discusses the
female protagonists in these three stories, with particular reference to the images of Japanese femininity
they illustrate. I conclude that Bacon’s three original stories show remarkable insight into Japanese femi-
ninity at the turn of the twentieth century that was rarely understood by ordinary Westerners.
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