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Femicide and Machismo in Ciudad Juarez
.o .><:' 1
Kenji MUNAKATA

ABSTRACT

At the turn of the century, the border city Ciudad Judrez in Mexico became notorious around the world
for its extraordinary number of murdered women. A 2005 Amnesty International report gave the figure of
370 young women and girls murdered in Juarez and Chihuahua since 1993. Most of the victims were poor
and many worked in maquiladoras, and according to Amnesty at least a third suffered sexual violence.
Because of the corruption of the police, municipal politicians and even parts of the federal government, it
was very difficult for the victims’ families to have recourse to law or to change politically the atrocious
situation in the city. My paper focuses on the representation of these events in the 2006 American film
Bordertown by Gregory Nava. Through an analysis of the film, and against the backdrop of globalization
and high levels of poverty in Juarez, | discuss some of the causes for these femicides, paying particular
attention to the culture of machismo in Mexico.
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