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Gender in School Education and Teacher Training Courses in Japan
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ABSTRACT

The paper considers the formation of gender in the modern Japanese educational system, and based

on a questionnaire about gender given to the author’s own students provides recommendations on how

gender issues should be treated in a modern educational setting. Paying particular attention to the founda-

tion of the modern Japanese educational system in the postwar period, it begins with a historical survey of

gender and education. This survey shows that changes in the postwar home economics curriculum are seen

to be symptomatic of gender issues in education; it also reveals the crucial role of the teacher/educator in

shaping gender awareness and attitudes in students. Acknowledging this gender shaping role, and using

the results of the student questionnaire, the paper concludes with recommendations for innovative programs

that develop sensitivity to gender issues at teacher training institutions.
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