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Gender Policy on Migrant Domestic Workers

Chikako AOKI

ABSTRACT

The increasing demand for domestic workers, particularly those needed for childcare and the care of
the elderly, has meant a concomitant increase in international migrants coming to Japan. The migration
looks set to continue after the June 2014 revision of the previous year’s “Japan Revitalization Strategy”,
when the Japanese government included a measure to bring in more domestic workers in the name of the
“Promotion of Women'’s Participation and Working Style Reform”. Most of these new domestic workers
are expected to come from South-East Asia, especially the Philippines and Indonesia. My paper discusses
whether this measure hinders the equitable participation of Japanese men and women in domestic work.
This paper also discusses whether this measure amplifies gender inequity as well as economic disparity.

The study concludes with a demand for the Japanese government to ratify the ILO “Convention con-
cerning decent work for domestic workers” (C189), and for Japanese government, businesses and other
organizations to rectify the long working hours of their employees and to establish a parity of treatment
for irregular workers. Only then will Japan be on a path for gender equality: men and women sharing

equally in paid and unpaid work.
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