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Study on Growth Points Environment of the Prasiola japonica YATABE

Motoyasu ISHIKAWA

ABSTRACT

Prasiola japonica YATABE (“Kawanori” in Japanese) is freshwater algae which grow on the rocks
and the concrete open channels in restricted mountain streams. The existence of Kawanori is being on the
decrease, so that specified a threatened species (category Vulnerable: VU) in Japan. Many field surveys
and collections of information on Kawanori have been performed to obtain its exact geographical distribu-
tion in Japan. However, the existence of present conditions is uncertain.

This paper is describes the present existing condition of Kawanori in Japan. The habitats of that alga
are located at an altitude of 200m or more. Water environment conditions of Kawanori growth points are
as follows; water temperature is around 13 °C , pH is around 7.6, DO is around 10(mg/l), and water ve-
locities is 0.5(m/s) or more. As a reason why the growth regions of Kawanori in Japan decreased, reduction
of the flow fluctuation of a river, reduction of a stream bed disturbance, and woods of the ridge of a river

became high can be considered.
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