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Kota KASAHARA. A Study of the Background of the Kanchazu Island Incident and the Initial Action of the Kwantung

Army — Focusing on Issues up to the Sinking of a Soviet Gunboat. Studies in International Relations. Vol.42,

Consolidated Edition. February 2022. pp.93-102.

This study clarifies the background of the Kanchazu Island incident, which is a border dispute between

Manchuria and the Soviet Union that broke out in 1937, and the initial response of the Kwantung Army. The

strategic value of Kanchazu Island and the diplomatic negotiations between the Soviet Union and Manchuria before

the incident will be clarified using Japanese historical materials. In addition, Soviet newspaper reports at the time

prove that the incident was not a Soviet use of force policy. Finally, we will clarify the state of confusion within the

Kwantung Army Command during the initial response stage.
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