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This study examines a new aspect of global governance for the safety and sustainability of space activities,
with a particular focus on efforts of the private sector. Outer space is increasingly being used by a number of actors
with diverse purposes. Private companies have also become major players in the space arena, as many startups are
venturing into this business. A rapid increase in the number of satellites causes further congestion in the near-earth
environment. At the same time, ever-growing space debris continues to pose serious challenges for space activities.
It is necessary for all space actors to strive toward improving global governance to ensure safety and sustainability
of space activities. By analyzing several cases regarding efforts in the private sector, this paper argues that industry-
led initiatives have emerged to improve space governance, consistent with existing international frameworks, and

constitute a significant part of global governance to ensure the safety and sustainability of space activities.
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