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Kota KAsAHARA. The Study on the Beginning and the End of the “Doctors' plot”. Studies in
International Relations Vol.41, Consolidated Edition. February 2021. pp.129-138.

This study reveals the beginning and the end of the Doctors' Plot in USSR. The Doctors' Plot
became known to the public after the article “Sneaky Spies And Killers Under The Mask Of The
Medical Professors” published in the newspaper "Pravda" on the January 13, 1953 and is famous
for being Stalin's last group purge.

This paper traces the prehistory of Doctors' Plot to the time just before Zhdanov's death in
1948 and reveals how doctors were arrested in the wake of the "Anti-cosmopolitan campaign”
(January 1949). Lieutenant Colonel Ryumin of the Ministry of State Security of the Soviet Union
was the one who caused Doctors' Plot by his forcible interrogation.

Even though arrested doctors' future should have been dramatic or even dreadful, in March
1953 it was suddenly changed by Stalin's death. For the first time in USSR history in “Pravda”
the Home Office admitted policy mistakes, and all of the arrested doctors were released.
Regarding the end of the purge, this study points to Beria's activity behind the post-Stalin

turmoil.
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