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Christian shrine refers to the place where ceremonies are held in memory of Christians at
the shrine of Shintoism. This paper is a comparative study on the following three festivals that
are rites held at Christian shrines; Karematsu Shrine Festival, Kuwahime Shrine Festival, and
Julia Festival.

The Karematsu Shrine Festival has been jointly held by Catholics, Kakure Kirishitans, and
Buddhists every November since 2000. Though they were divided into three religions, their roots
are the same in that their ancestors secretly believed in Christianity during the Edo period.
The Kuwahime Festival is a ceremony to worship Kuwahime, the granddaughter of Sorin Otomo
who was a famous Christian daimyo. After the tomb of Kuwahime was moved to Fuchi Shrine
in 1936, the ritual began at the shrine. The Julia Festival has been held for honoring Julia who
came to Japan as a Korean prisoner at a young age, became a Christian, and was finally exiled
to Kozu island, because she kept her faith despite the command of the supreme authority at the
time. There is a great particularity that the festival has been held as a Catholic mass since 1970,
even though there are no churches or believers on Kozu island.

The rituals of the three Christian shrines could begin because the tombs of the three saints
have continued to be enshirined. The rituals held at Christian shrines are performed in different
ways, but what they have in common is that their deep feelings for graves and the custom of
ancestor worship have supported the rituals of Christian shrines.
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