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Understanding R. Otto . Studies in International Relations Vol.41, Consolidated Edition. February
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This thesis explores the meaning of the word ‘Mystik (mysticism)’ in the late 19" century and
in the beginning of the 20" century in german protestant theology and analyzes Rudolf Otto’s
discussions on mysticism and Luther in his most famous book The Idea of the Holy (1917).

Among the protestant theologians at the time, ‘mysticism’ had two opposite meanings. Some
considered ‘mysticism’ to be dangerous for Christianity and others regarded it as an important
part of Christianity and religions.

Otto had been under the influence of Ritschl in terms of interpretation of mysticism in his
earlier book Luther’s Conception of the Holy Spirit (1898). Ritschl was one of the most influential
theologians, who were against the role of mysticism in Christianity. In Otto’s argument in The
Idea of the Holy, however, he emphasizes the importance of the numinous in Luther’s mystical
experiences in understanding his religious thoughts.

Analyzing how Otto’s interpretation of mysticism differs from the previous one, which is
shown in this thesis, would be fruitful for having a wider perspective of Otto’s thoughts on the
relation between religion, mysticism and ethics.
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