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This paper presents instances of Islamic events that are held only by Indonesian Muslims
living in Japan and explores what it means for them to participate in these events.

The existence of mosques is a spiritual base for Muslims, and even more so if Muslims live
in non-Islamic areas. Therefore, taking part in various events such as Friday worship and a
gathering of Iftar (meal after fasting) at mosques usually fills their consciousness as a Muslim.
However, the Indonesian identity will not be satisfied, because Muslims who assemble in mosques
in Japan have varied ethnic and national backgrounds.

Indonesian Muslims in Japan who participate in those events visit the mosques primarily
to fulfill their Muslim awareness and religion devotion, but do not fulfill their national and
ethnic identity. Since they live in a foreign country, they usually want to satisfy their Indonesian
awareness. As there is an indivisible relation being a Muslim and being an Indonesian,
Indonesian Muslims seek a place to satisfy both identities at once. They need a comfortable place
to share Indonesian culture as an Indonesian Muslim.

Indonesian Muslims staying in Japan not only participate in events at mosques, but also
engage 1n their own events, such as Silaturahmi and Pengajian, which are described in this paper.
They create religious and culturally comfortable spaces temporarily in non-Islamic region or Japan.
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