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Omura Masujiro, a famous military strategist of the Meiji Restoration period, a physician of
Dutch medicine. In 1856, Omura came to Edo and worked at Tokugawa Shogunate's Kobusho as a
teaching assistant to professors. Upon the request from Shutosho , Omura Conducted an autopsy
on a female cadaver in October 1859. As Japan started to adopt modern Dutch medicine to treat
musket wounds, it was a prerequisite for the physicians to have anatomical understanding of
human body. Autopsy on human body was a taboo throughout the Tokugawa period, therefore,
physicians used to educate students using the bodies of those who were sentenced to death as the
law prohibited to bury executed criminals. Before, Omura had practiced in dissection on animals
like rabbits and cats ; and, eventually led the autopsy of executed bodies at the Kotsukappara
execution ground. With the general description of the level of human anatomical understanding

in Late Tokugawa Japan, this article will examine Omura’s autopsy in 1859.
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