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This paper examines the process by which the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space (UNCOPUOS) was established in 1958, focusing in particular on its
relations to U.S. space policy in the 1950s. Before it was formally established in 1959 as a
permanent body of the United Nations, UNCOPUOS was initially established in 1958 by UN
General Assembly Resolution 1348 (XIII) as an ad hoc committee to review international
cooperation in the peaceful use of outer space and the role of the United Nations along with legal
issues arising from the exploration and use of outer space. This paper argues that the Eisenhower
administration was actively and closely involved in forming UNCOPUOS as an ad hoc committee
of the United Nations in order to separate the promotion of the peaceful use of outer space from
the dispute over arms control in outer space. Further, the Eisenhower administration sought the
initiative in forming an international order for the exploration and use of outer space that was

favorable to the United States.
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