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Articles 204 and 206 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
provide the obligation of State Parties to conduct an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA),
including environmental monitoring, concerning state activities at sea. However, UNCLOS does
not outline the provisions in respect of EIA procedures in detail. Thus, it is important to create
an international standard for EIA procedures to protect the marine environment.

This paper addresses the EIA procedures for deep-sea mining in the Area. The conclusions
are as follows. First, the International Seabed Authority (ISA) has issued the “Mining Code,”
which is a set of documents relating to deep-sea mining in the Area. This prescribes detailed
EIA procedures and serves as an international standard. Second, although the Mining Code is
only applicable to deep-sea mining in the Area, in the future, the standard it prescribes could be
referred to as a standard of the EIA procedures for deep-sea mining in waters under the national
jurisdiction of the State Parties. Thus, Japan must consider the Mining Code when formulating
national laws on the deep-sea mining in Japan’s waters.
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