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Sadanobu MATSUDAIRA led the Kansei Reforms with his basic thought derived from
his ancestors, especially Yoshimune TOKUGAWA of the House of TAYASU, the predecessor of
Sadanobu. It was natural for Sadanobu to follow Yoshimune’s philosophy of economic reforms.

Mainly focusing on trying to cover the governmental deficit, however, the major additions to

Sadanobu’s reforms compared to those before his included several countermeasures for famines

and social instabilities.

Even though his reforms resulted in a limited success, the reforms contributed to the political
stabilities of the TOKUGAWA Shogunate in a broad way.
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