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Immanuel Kant was one of the distinguished modern German Philosophers of the 18"

century. He represents some leading European philosophers who inspired many Europeans

with the “Enlightenment”. The Idea of “Enlightenment” in Kant must however involve us in

contradiction.

In this paper, first, I attempt to show Kants’ definition, meaning and contradiction of

“Enlightenment”. Secondly, I will clarify some radical problems of it especially centering around

arguments by Jaspers, Popper and Arendt. Finally, comparing and contrasting three arguments

about “Enlightenment” and progress, I will explain the essential significance and dilemma of

them.
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