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Lafcadio Hearn (1850-1904) came to Japan in 1890 and wrote about life and belief of Japanese
people to introduce them toward the Western world. He married a Japanese woman and became
naturalized in Japan. On the other hand, Muneyoshi Yanagi (1889-1961) is a person who is an
inceptor of Japanese folk art movement. He was attracted by Korean craft and visited many times
the Korean Peninsula under the Japanese rule. He contributed to the opening of a museum of folk
arts in Korea in 1924.

Although they never met during their lifetime, their works have similarity in intercultural
understanding. Both had contact with foreign people and were finding local exotica and religion,
they understood them with sympathy and symbiosis.

This treatise focuses on their common ideas behind their intercultural understanding which

occurred not by politics or diplomacy but by art, literature and religion.
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