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Junko Umemoro. Aspects of Mabel Loomis Todd: Editor and Public Benefactor. Studies in International
Relations Vol. 39, No. 2. February 2019. pp. 37-45.

Mabel Loomis Todd had a varied professional life as both literary editor and public benefactor.
She is best known for being the first editor of the poems of Emily Dickinson, a task made possible
because of her close relationship with the poet's elder brother, Austin Dickinson. Furthermore,
under Austin Dickinson's guidance, she also became an active public benefactor. An example of her
progressive activism was her donation of one thousand books to help found the Esashi Library in
Hokkaido after she visited the town in 1896 with her husband, David Peck Todd, the leader of the
Amherst Eclipse Expedition. In her later years, she dedicated herself to the preservation of the
natural beauty of Fog Island, Maine. She was an early environmentalist who bought land on the
island to keep it out of the hands of developers.

In this article I will be reviewing recently published books and articles devoted to both aspects

of Mabel Loomis Todd's public life.
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How 1t rises or whither it rushes—

These are the eastern mystery—

David P. Todd
And Mabel L. Todd
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