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The writing of this paper was prompted by What Gifts Engender: Social Relations and Politics
in Mendi, Highland Papua New Guinea (1986) by Rena Lederman. Despite the fieldwork that I
conducted on the Pig Festival (mok ink) in Mendi in 1974, and despite my own analyses of
anthropological research from the 1970s on the same topic, I have to conclude that I did not fully
understand the economic, social and political processes behind the Festival until I read Lederman.
This paper, therefore, sets out my own understanding of the Pig Festival today in the light of my

reading of her work.
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