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Using data from the 2012-2016 American Community Survey (ACS), this study investigates
employment differentials between Hispanic immigrants and native-born non-Hispanic whites in the
U.S. The results indicate that Hispanic immigrants attain higher employment rates than whites
even after broken down by education level and length of U.S. residence. Their employment rates are
substantially higher for those who have high school diploma or less than high school education.
Furthermore, net of demographics and regional factors, Hispanics with bachelor's degree or higher
education, especially those who have lived in the U.S. for less than 6 years, have significantly lower
employment rates than their comparable whites. On the other hand, Hispanics attain much lower
levels of earnings at all education levels, although their earnings significantly increase after 6 or
more years in the U.S. These results suggest that the presence of unskilled Hispanic immigrants do
not have much to do with low employment rates of working-class whites. Rather, these whites seem

to be penalized in terms of employment due to the lack of bachelor's degree or higher.
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