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Junko UMEMOTO. Japan as Seen by Elizabeth Bisland and Nellie Bly: With References to Lafcadio Hearn. Studies
in International Relations Vol.38, No.2. February 2018. pp.79-86.

A historical race to travel around the world was undertaken by two female journalists, The New York World’s
Nellie Bly and Cosmopolitan’s Elizabeth Bisland in emulation of Jules Verne’s hero, Phileas Fogg. Bly described
her experience in a book titled Around the World in Seventy-two Days, 1890 and Bisland also wrote a book titled
Seven Stages: A Flying Trip around the World, 1891. Bly sailing east across the Atlantic Ocean stopped in Japan
in the last stage before going back to the United States. On the other hand, Bisland who headed west landed in
Japan in the first stage of her trip. Both journalists wrote favorably about Japan though they only stopped briefly,
Bly for 5 days and Bisland for only 2 days. Bisland’s experience of this travel, short as it was, seems to have influenced
her friend, Lafcadio Hearn’s decision to visit Japan. With Bisland’s introduction, Hearn came to know Mitchell

MacDonald, paymaster of the U.S. Navy in Yokohama, who became a close friend and helped his family after his

death.
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