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This study reports on the results of a study investigating the effects of peer-feedback on student teachers’
perception of their ability to teach English. As Wallace(1998) describes, repeated self-assessment is indispensable
for teachers to develop their professional expertise. Korthagen’s ALACT cycle of reflection(2001) consisting of five
elements: 1)Action, 2)Looking back on the action, 3)Awareness of essential aspects, 4)Creating alternative methods
of action, and 5)Trial also indicates the importance of promoting teachers’ reflective process.

This research focuses on the role of peer-feedback to promote the above process in an English Teaching
Methodology Course. First, students in class were asked to write comments and suggestions about a demonstration
class conducted by a student teacher. Second, these comments were categorized into three: content knowledge
and skills, pedagogical knowledge and skills, and classroom teaching skills, then returned to the student teacher.
Finally, the student teacher was asked to reflect on his/her performance and to create alternative methods in order
to improve their teaching. This process was repeated for forty student teachers.

Analyzing the final papers reveals that the peer-feedback has a great effect on encouraging students to reflect
on their own teaching performance with deeper understanding as well as to create alternative and effective teaching

methods.
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The task of a reflective practitioner is to make this
tacit or implicit knowledge explicit by reflection
on action, by constantly generating questions and
checking our emerging theories with both personal
past experience and the reflections of others.
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