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Takako Yasumoro. A study on “Last Witnesses” by Svetlana Alexievich. Studies in International Relations

Vol.38, No.2. February 2018. pp.19-27.

The second written work by Svetlana Alexievich is “Last witnesses”. This is a testimonies collection of the

war between Germany and Soviet Union like the first written work “War’s un womanly face”. But the second work

gathers the voices of children. It is a war reflected in the eyes of children and it does not talk about their wartime

experience after the war finished. The state of severe war is told by the image of black. Nazi German soldiers wore

black uniforms. At first the children loss their childhood was emphasized, but these parts were omitted in further

publications. Some parts of testimonies were also changed. She only wanted to express the war through the eyes

of children. At first she thought they were silent witnesses. But in the end she recognized them as people who

could speak out and were able to give voice to their many experiences.
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