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I introduced Mabel L. Todd’s “The Tidal Wave” in my previous article entitled “Japan as Seen by Mabel Loomis
Todd”. In it, I identified the original newspaper and magazine articles upon which Todd based her essay on the
Tidal Wave of 1896. In this article, I will define the role of the interpreter, Harutaro MURAKAMI, who translated
the magazine articles in question.

In addition, I will define the effect of the picture “The Great Tidal Wave Portrayed in a Native Magazine”
which Todd used to illustrate her work. Todd found this picture in a special issue of Bungei Kurabu, July 25, 1896,
published to solicit contributions to the earthquake relief fund.

Furthermore, I will introduce another American journalist, Eliza Ruhamah Scidmore, who published her article,
“The Recent Earthquake Wave on the Coast of Japan” in the National Geographic Magazine, September, 1896.
Scidmore visited the damaged area and is said to be the person who introduced the word “tsunami” into the English
language. By comparing her article with Todd’s, I will clarify how the Japanese victims were described and what

aspects of their characters most attracted their attention.
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