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Lafcadio Hearn (1850-1904) was born in Greece and spent his childhood in Ireland and England. Via America,
as his next destination, he came to Japan in the Meiji Era. He loved Japan and wrote Japan-related books to
introduce Japanese culture to Western people.

Aside from his love of Japan read in his literature, there are hints of western philosophy at the bottom of his
works. Researches so far have been mainly focused on the connection between his childhood in Greek and Ireland,
or the tie between Hearn and England has been neglected. This is partly because Hearn’s English days are generally
described as his unhappiest days in his life and his sorrow rooted in those days kept him from telling about his
childhood in England.

With regard to my study, the influence of his English days on his literature is well recognized and verified along
with that of his Greek days and Irish days.

I collected his memories in England described in his literature and considered how he had assimilated them
into his writings. Consequently, I am convinced that Hearn’s English days played a vital role in making his literature

a fusion of the Occident and the Orient.
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Patrick Lafeadic Hearn scademic results

Latin French Englah Arthmels Tireek
Chrstmas 1863 | 20731 ¥ pix0 Y wm Farst Class of
Flements
Easter 1864 | 2031 2131 131 2231
Summer 1884 | 27732 1232 ¥ 2
Christmas 1564 | 815 14 s 1115 Second Class of
Rudiments
Easter 1865 | 10715 W15 w15 1315
Summer 1865 | 814 24 V4 10714
Christmas 1865 | 618 18 V18 1618 1215 First Class of
Rudiments
Easter 1866 | W18 V18 (] 18718 1116
Summer 18656 | W70 1220 720 1520 1617
Christmas 1866 | 15715 W15 15 1314 1216 Fourth Class of
Humanity
Enster 1887 | 9115 115 1515 12156
Summer 1857 | 415 b 16 1615 Th
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Later, at Cincinnati, Lafcadio told his friend
Mr.Tunison that he remembered, as a boy, being
given prize for English Literature and feeling such
a very little fellow, when he got up before the

whole school to receive it’.
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But the reputation Patrick Lafcadio Hearn then
enjoyed amongst his peers as an English writer
remained impressed on his mind, and when, many
years after, books appeared written by a Hearn,
he began to suspect that the author of such fasci-
nating books in faultless English was the Hearn

of his earliest Ushaw days®.
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Really there is nothing quite so holy as a College
friendship. Two lads, absolutely innocent of every-
thing in the world or in life, living in ideals of duty
and dreams of future miracles, and telling each
other all their troubles, and bracing each other up.
I had a such a friend once, we were both about
fifteen when separated. Our friendship began with
a fight, of which I got the worst; then my friend
became for me a sort of ideal which still lives. I
should be almost afraid to ask where he is now
(men grow away from each other so): but your
letter brought his voice and face back — just as

if his ghost had come in to lay on my shoulder’.
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[ read The Heroes first at the age of thirteen, —
in an great hurry in a rail way carriage; I bought
it at a railway bookstall, on my way home from

school™.
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To the wall of the room in which I slept there
was suspended a Greek icon- a miniature painting
in oil of the Virgin and Child, warmly colored, and
protected by a casing of fine metal that left exposed
only the olive-brown faces and hands and feet of
the figure. But I fancied that the brown Virgin
represented my mother — whom I had almost
completely forgotten — and the large-eyed Child,

myself'.
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The motherless child, therefore, longed for that
tender relationship existing between the Virgin
and the Child, and that longing was something
fundamental throughout Lafcadio Hearn’s life. As
a child, he sought his mother in that image; he
harboured a secret desire to be babies: the idea
mother-child relationship was represented, there-
fore, in the Greek icon.

If Hearn felt extremely lonely in the United
States, one reason must be that there is no Mary

cult in that essentially Protestant country'.
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And before her, even as she prayed her dream-
prayer, the waxen Virgin became tall as a woman,
and taller, — rising to the roof and smiling as she
grew. Then Carmen would have cried out for fear,
but that something smothered her voice, — para-
lyzed her tongue. And the Virgin silently stooped
above her, and placed in her arms the Child, —
the brown Child with the Indian face™.
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Youma drew off her foulard of yellow silk, and
wrapped it about the head of the child: then began
to caress her with calm tenderness, — murmuring
to her, — swaying her softly in her arm, — all

placidly, as through lulling her to sleep™.
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O KRAWB.AA Y v~OEf (1892.11)
I have just read that most frighten book by
Kipling, “The Light that Failed,” where he
speaks of the horror of being in London with-
out money. Nobody can even dimly image —
no, not with a forty horse-power imagination

— what the horror is, if he hasn’t been there®,

@ WHROBZFHATEREB~DEM (1902.7.8)
Your letter has set me to thinking of my own
boy-existence in London. I was rich there-
and poor. At fourteen or fifteen I live in the

West End, and played with nice lads. At
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seventeen I found myself very poor and with-
out prospects in London: then I live near the
old Blackfriars’ Bridge, and passed my lone-
some days nights in long walks by the Thames

Embarkment®,
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One summer evening, twenty-five years ago, in
a London park, I heard a girl say “Good-night” to
somebody passing by. Nothing but those two little
words — “Good-night.” Who she was I do not
know: I never even saw her face; and I never heard
that voice again. But still, after the passing of one
hundred seasons, the memory of her “Good-night”
bring a double thrill incomprehensible of pleasure
and pain, — pain and pleasure, doubtless, not of
me, not of my own existence, but of pre-existences

and dead suns®.
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In a letter received from him (Hearn) while
living in that dreadful places (London), he
described the sights and sounds of horror
which even there preferred the shade of night
— of windows thrown violently open, or shat-
tered to pieces, shrieks of agony, or cries of
murder, followed by a heavy plunge in the

river.

@ [BEEtcT]
For as [ listened to that wild tide of the Su-
ruga coast, I could distinguish nearly every
sound of fear known to man: not merely
noises of battle tremendous, — of intermi-
nable volleying, — of immeasurable charging,
— but the roaring of beasts, the crackling and
hissing of fire, the rumbling of earthquake,
the thunder of ruin, and, above all these, a
clamor continual as of shrieks and smothered
shoutings, — the Voices that are said to be

the voices of the drowned™.
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Pleasure and pain: they commingle always in
great music; and therefore it is that music can
move us more profoundly than the voice of ocean
or than any other voice can do. But in music’s
larger utterance it is ever the sorrow that makes
the undertone, — the surf-mutter of the Sea of

Soul....”.
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Somewhere it is said that human life is the music
of Gods, — that its sobs and laughter, its songs and
shrieks and orisons, its outcries of delight and of
despair, rise never to the hearing of the Immortals
but as a perfect harmony.

Wherefore they could not desire to hush the
tones of pain: it would spoil their music! The
combination, without the agony-tones, would prove

. .. 26
a discord unendurable to ears divine™.
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