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Takako YAsumMoTO. From testimony as record to literature — Chernobyl and Fukushima, discourses over two
nuclear accidents—. Studies in International Relations Vol.37, No.2. February 2017. pp.43-52.

There is a nuclear accident common to Japan and Russia. From these incidents, I compare works compiled
from tweets and testimonies, as well as my own studies. After March 11th 2011, Wago Ryoichi expressed various
feelings on twitter about the nuclear accident. After that, he also listened to stories of the people in the disaster
area, and he wrote poems from what he heard. At “Big Palette Fukushima”, an evacuation center, people took part
in a “footbath”. Fukushima disaster victims’tweets were gathered and published in a book “I'm now living and will
continue to live in Big Palette Fukushima”. These tweets are very brief and simple and perhaps many people would
not consider them as literature. Svetlana Alekshievitch’s “The Prayer of Chernobyl” is a collection of testimonies
from victims of the Chernobyl nuclear accident. It does not contain comments from interviewers and authors, it
only features testimonies of the victims. The author arranged the testimonies in order. We can understand her
message from the way she presented the testimonies. It’s more than just a collection of testimonies, it is literature.
It is of great interest the kind of literature that will appear from the Russo-Japanese citizens who experienced the

same nuclear accident.
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