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Shinan County(Sinan-gun), located at the south-west of the Korean Peninsula, showed the highest proportion

of Christians in a survey of the National Statistical Office in 2005. Christianity was spread throughout the region

by martyrs who have influenced believers until now. Many Christians have especially visited Jeung island(Jeung-

do) which has a martyr memorial.

Christianity has changed ancestor worship, funeral rites and festivals in Shinan County. The churches have

also been influenced by traditional culture. For example, there are many Christian rites that follow traditional

manners, and churches have opened schools for the increasing elderly population, to cope with an aging society.

This paper historically considers the Christian evangelical process in Shinan county. Also the changes and

impacts that Christianity has brought to the islanders’ lives are considered.
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H. D. McCallie says “This work is nearly
all quite new, there being only one church with
baptized members when turned over to me in
the Fall of 1908. The Islands embrace four whole
counties and number over 230. +----+ Faithful
pioneer work, chiefly through native assistants,
was done by Dr. Owen and Mr. Preston, and
thus is illustrated the saying that one sows but
another reaps. After the gift of a sail boat from
my father I have gone North, East, South and

West visiting over one hundred Islands and

hundreds of villages so that thousands have
heard the Good News for the first time. Almost
without exception our welcome was cordial
while our message received an attentive hearing.
Every part of my territory was revisited this

spring and six new churches started. -+----
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