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The United States has endorsed its policy statements aiming to establish a comprehensive Arctic policy since

the Nixon administration. During the Cold War period, the National Security Council was the main actor for the

formulation of the policy statements, while the President took leadership in the post-Cold War period. Throughout

the policy statements issued in the Cold War, the requirement for a comprehensive Arctic policy had not necessarily

been shared by federal departments and agencies. To certain degrees, this situation was maintained in the post-

Cold War period, however, the external changes gave new impetus on the Clinton and Bush Jr. administrations

which elaborated their policy documents compared to those of the Nixon and Ragan administrations during the

Cold War. This paper excluded from considerations the policy documents adopted under the current Obama

administration, since there are still some possibilities that the policy documents would be updated during his term.
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