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The Noh play “Shakkyou” was an opportunity to show the combination of the lion (king of the beasts) and
the tree peony (the king of flowers) through an acrobatic performance. After this, and even today, this magnificent
combination has been played in the form of a musical variation in every aspect of Japanese cultural entertainment.

The lion dances with the beast messenger of Mafijusri, so it would be a natural combination with the “sacred
lotus” that is an attribute of Maiijusri, and not the “peony” in flower arrangements. However, in “Shakkyou” and
all original Noh chants, the “peony” is specified as being on stage.

The purpose of this article is to examine the various materials related to the “peony” up until the creation of
“Shakkyou” from the perspective of the peony’s cultural reception in Japan.

Why was the “Lion” and “Peony” combination adopted for “Skakkyou”? We will seek the reasons by examining
the peony’s Japanese heritage and its diffusion into Japanese society.

The significance of the peony changed from being used for medicine to having a deeper cultural significance
during the Heian period; Bai Juyi contributed significantly to this change in the peony’s reception. The Mafijusri
faith from Mount Wutain in China was also introduced to Japan during this time period, which had a large impact
on Japanese society. Since both the “lion” (the Maiijusri beast messenger) and the “peony” were the kings of all
kinds of beasts and flowers, respectively, they were both connected. Thus, it was through Buddhism that the peony’s
motif was shifted to “peony and the Mafijusri,” in other words, “the lion and the peony.” Therefore, it was concluded
that “Shakkyou” was created during the Muromachi period due to unifying this cultural reception with the tradition
of the lion dance that has continued in an unbroken line since ancient times.
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