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The Final Act of the Rome Conference, which was adopted together with the Statute of the International
Criminal Court (the Rome Statute) in 1998, recommends in Resolution E that a Review Conference consider the
crime of terrorism with a view to arriving at an acceptable definition and its inclusion in the list of crimes within
the jurisdiction of the Court. Although the Netherlands submitted the proposal for amendments to the Rome Statute
to include the crime of terrorism in the list of crimes over which the International Criminal Court (ICC) has
jurisdiction, it was not discussed at the first Review Conference held in 2010.

This paper aims to clarify the discussion about terrorism after the establishment of the ICC, focusing in particular
on the proposal submitted by the Netherlands by examining the Report of the Bureau on the Review Conference,
the Report of the Working Group on the Review Conference and the Report of the Working Group on Amendments.

The analysis found that the effectiveness of the Review Conference was considered most important and the
Conference should focus on strengthening the role of the ICC, so the proposal submitted by the Netherlands was
rejected from the subject for discussion of the Conference. Most States thought the discussion about terrorism
would not find broad agreement and acceptability as the United Nations has long been discussing the draft of a
comprehensive convention on international terrorism and they also pointed out that terrorism would raise political
sensitivities. In addition, there was disagreement between the Netherlands and other States about whether terrorism

is one of “the most serious crimes of international concern” or not.
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