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The history of the United States, especially its transition from colonies to confederation and federation, has

exerted a unique influence on the process of European integration. This article discusses the role of the United

States as a model for European integration, first of all, by tracing the origins of the name of the United States of

America; secondly, by examining the usage question of plural or singular verb forms in conjunction with the term

“United States”: thirdly, it explores how the United States has captured the European imagination on their road to

integration, and how Americans and Europeans resonate with each other on both sides of the Atlantic in their

exploration of desirable political systems.
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