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This article investigates the activities of four volunteer groups working for a multicultural society inside Shizuoka

Prefecture. Through their activities, we can see the needs and challenges of foreign people living in Japan as well

as the roles of those volunteer groups in society.

The Agency for Cultural Affairs organized a committee on Japanese education for foreign residents in 2007.

The agency continued discussion for promoting a multicultural society, and they introduced a Japanese teaching

curriculum including teaching materials and guidebooks for local volunteers in May 2012. They also started to

subsidize those volunteer activities.

These efforts are aimed to promote volunteer activities to support foreign residents. This article analyzes how

those volunteer groups can continue their activities, and how the government, cities, and volunteer groups, including

NPOs and corporations, should cooperate for a multicultural society.
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