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Hovering at around 40% annually in the decade from 2003 to 2013, Japan has the second lowest food self-
sufficiency rate among developed countries. Canada (223%), Australia (187%) and the USA (130%) are the top
three countries for food self-sufficiency, which given their geographical size is not unsurprising. But Japan also lags
far behind the next two countries on the list—France (121%) and Germany (93%), both of whom are of comparable
size to Japan. In 2008 the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) set the goal of a 50% rate by
2020, which is still little more than half the German rate. In this paper I consider a new, and so far unstudied, way
to improve this situation: cooperation with the South American Nikkeijin and learning from the agricultural practices
they use as one way to boost the Japanese rate. I also set out how my novel proposal would work in practice.
Against an expected future of worldwide problems with food security and food shortages, boosting the self-sufficiency

rate is certainly one of the most important tasks facing Japan today.
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