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Since antiquity, the human being has flourished around rivers and waterfronts. The four great civilizations

were born with the support of rivers. Inevitably, mankind invented a way of living and transport using boats and

bridges. Bridges and ships did not end their roles as mere conveniences, but also became metaphors in the human

imagination with their defining function of connecting one point to another.

When did the bridge come to symbolize, in mythology and folklore, bridging the gap between the world of

enlightenment and the world of earthly desires, the celestial and the terrestrial?

In this paper, I explore the semiotic relationship between the Japanese people and the bridge through perspectives

of Shintoism, folktales, folklore, Buddhism, and entertainment. I seek to reveal the varieties of representation of

the bridge in historical and cultural contexts, and then uncover its symbolism as the boundary of the profane and

the sacred worlds.
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