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Kentaro ONo. Interpreting Duress in Article 96 in the Japanese Civil Code in the Meiji Era. Studies in International

Relations Vol. 34, No. 2. February 2014. pp. 107 — 122.

This paper reviews the recent scholarship of Ume Kenjiro, Okamatsu Santaro, Tatsuo Kishimoto, Kawana

Kennshiro, Tomii Masaakira, Hideo Hatoyama and Nakajima Tamakichi on the origins and interpretation of Article

96 in the 1896 Japanese Civil Code. The paper also examines the judicial precedents set for Article 96 in the Meiji

era. Focusing on duress, it finds that the interpretation of the article changed from a French understanding of law

to a German one. The key change being the transplantation of the German idea of Rechtsgeschdft or juristic act to

Japanese law at the end of the Meiji era. My future research will investigate postwar judicial precedents for Article

96 in order to rethink the requirements of duress.
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