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Many Japanese emigrated to Latin American before the Second World War. It began in 1899 when the first

immigrants arrived in Peru. Another batch of immigrants arrived in Brazil aboard the Kasato-Maru in 1908. More

than 100 years have passed then since these first immigrants arrived in Latin America. Their descendants, Nikkeijin

are now fourth or fifth generation, In the light of this history of Japanese emigration, I first examine the historical

definition and framework of the Nikkeijin, and then discuss the future of this framwork and the transformation of

the Nikkeijin Society today.
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