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In this article I trace the friendship of Lafcadio Hearn and George Washington Cable and the interest they

shared in Creole literature. Initially attracted by Cable’s novels, Hearn struck up a friendship with Cable in New

Orleans, where together they enjoyed collecting Creole songs and poetry. The friendship brought benefits to both.

Hearn helped Cable by writing favorable reviews of his books that protected him against white Creole hostility.

And Cable introduced Hearn to some important publishers that ultimately led to an assignment in the West Indies.

Hearn subsequently traveled from there to Japan. The friendship was also important in the writing of Hearn’s novel

Chita. Their friendship gradually deteriorated, however, although there is no record of this on Cable’s side. It is

said that Hearn was envious of the good relations between Cable and Henry Krehbiel, an old friend of Hearn’s,

and that relations suffered in the wake of criticism directed at Cable by the New Orleans press after his views on

race and the Black Code became increasingly radicalized in the 1880s.
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